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Wiirzburg 1965 (Heft 27 der Studien und Berichte der Katholischen Akademie in
Bayern): 73 - 94

3. Paretc Rudi (Hrsg.): Der Koran: Kohlhammer. Stuttgart u.a. 1966; 1971 Darmstadt 1975;
Stuttgart w.a. 1977; 1979; Qum ca. 1980; 1981

4. Paret. Rudi: Die Welt des Islam und die Gegenwart. Stuttgart. 1961

5. Paret. Rudi: Der Islam und das griechische Bildungsgut. Tiibingen. 1950

6. Paret. Rudi: Grenzen der Koranforschung. Stuttgart. 1950

7. Paret Rudi: Zur Frauenfrage in der arabisch-islamischen Welt. Stuttgart u.a.. 1934

8. Paret. Rudi: Der Einbruch der Araber in die Mittelmeerwelt. Rudi. Kevelaer. 1949; 1960
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Abstract of the Study

Title: Rudi Paret's studies regarding Holy Qur'an (exploration. analysis and criticism)

Rudi Paret (1901-1983). a German orientalist. philologist and Islamic sciences scholar. was most renowned. in
1962 for one of the authoritative translations of the Holy Qur'an. Although widely recognized. Paret's
translations were an issue of debate by critic Islamic scholars. The study presented herein is specifically devoted
to apprise and explore Paret's contributions in the sciences of Holy Koran.

The introductory of the study broadly characterizes Orientalism. with special emphasis on the roles of German
orientalists. The first chapter accounts for Paret's vita. while the second chapter describes the academic
approaches and methodology of research adapted by him. The perspectives of Paret's philosophy were underlined
in the third chapter. In the fourth chapter. certain notions of the Holy Koran broached by Paret were spotlighted.
The Fifth Chapter focuses on Paret's translation of the Holy Koran. The ultimate conclusions and
recommendations of the present study were stated. and eventually. succeeded by a complete list of references and
citations.

Albeit the alleged objectivity and disinterest. the anti-Islamic hue in most of the orientalists' contributions is
hardly overlooked. Even with assured objectivity. in terms of both implication and comprehension. it is not
merely devoid of bigotry« passion and an intention to serve certain religious and colonial trends. However.
prosper of German orientalism can barely be attributed to colonization. nor to be related with religious
missionary objectives. This prominent distinctive feature has made it uniquely among others. Although the
outstanding work of German orientalists in the collection. dissemination and bibliography of Arabic manuscripts
is undeniable. intended or unintended linguistic pitfalls along scientific and historical flaws were incontestable.

Paret advocate the general anti-Islam and anti-Arab drift adopted by most of the former orientalists. explicitly«
to negate any Arab's glorious trait or feat. as wellc refuting and repudiating the prophethood and afflatus of
Muhammad. However. the inevitable evidence along with innumerous allusions signifying Muhammad's
sublimity and grandeur. have compelled him to commend and eulogize the Prophet (peace be upon him). Yet.
this should not simply be interpreted as an overturn in religious convictions and persuasions. especially for Paret.
the scion of protestant priests' family.

The illustriousness of Paret's translation does not correspondingly imply an outranking to other translations of
the Holy Koran. Although helpful in elucidating the senses behind provision verses. Paret's prolixity in explaining
Koranic idioms has dilapidate the aesthetical theme of the translation. Last but not least. the copious brackets.
parenthesis and other punctuation marks facing the reader of this translation. may be recognized as another

drawback that exhaust and tire out scholars and reviewers.
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